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into the flooring of the scaffold and brought cords to pull him down if he resisted. They had misjudged their man. He assured the Bishop that he was light of heart. " I go from a corruptible to an incorruptible crown," he said, "where no disturbance can be, no disturbance in the world," He told the executioner he wished to pray for a moment, and would then give him a sign to strike. He knelt down.
He was invisible to the waiting crowd. There was a pause and a silence. Then they saw the headsman move, the axe rise and fall. " The blow I saw given," says an onlooker, " and can truly say, with a sad heart. At the instant whereof, I remember well, there was such a groan by the thousands there present as I never heard before, and desire I may never hear again."
Then the two troops of cavalry set spur to their horses and rode forward to clear the square, jostling aside the people of England in whose name murder had been committed in Whitehall.